i8o     Truth on the Tragedy of France
of Herr von Ribbentrop. Tlie German newspapers had
published a mass of documents, true and false, in which
the signatory of the Franco-German Declaration of
December, 1938, was implicated by his former partner.
In particular, after a long conversation with M. Bonnet
in the presence of Herr Welczeck. the Ambassador of the
Reich in Paris, and of M. Leger, Secretary General of the
French Foreign Office, Ribbentrop had dictated to his
translator a detailed note in which he specified that he
had disclosed Hitler's views about Central Europe without
the French Minister having raised the least objection to
them. Reports from the German Ambassador to his
Government bearing on these visits to M. Bonnet were
couched in very similar terms. The Frankfort Gazette
commented on these documents, accusing M. Bonnet of:
** Showing a lack of character, in that having had a proper
conception of the policy to pursue with Germany, he failed
to carry it out, though he had pledged himself to do so."
During the publication of these documents and articles,
which lasted some days, a Cabinet Council was held at
the War Ministry in the office of M. Daladier who, still
helpless from his riding accident, was installed in a wheel
chair, his foot outstretched. The sitting had not yet begun.
There were only two or three Ministers present. Then
Georges Bonnet came in, and Daladier, in a mocking tone
of voice, received him with these words: " The D.N.B.
is paying a lot of attention to you."
"To you, too/' retorted Georges Bonnet instantly,
anxious, in these circumstances, to be solidly associated
with his Chief,
It is fair to add that M. Georges Bonnet put up a splendid
defence both in the lobbies of the Chamber and in a long
letter which appeared in the Oeuvre. But bis shoulders
were galled by it, all the same. The arrival of Mr. Suinner
Welles gave him confidence and he contrived to make
skilful use of his coming.
He had got to know Mr. Sumner Welles when he was